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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO AID-20 SCEM-02 TRSE-00 

INT-08 10-14 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 DRC-01 EURE-00 /168W 

060585 

P R 201817Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6621 
INFO USINT ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
USINT CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 15009 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, XF, XG 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN ASSISTANCE TO ARAB COUNTRIES 

1. WE NOTED CONSIDERABLE ACTIVITY AMONG FCO MIDDLE 
EAST OFFICIALS DECEMBER 20. VARIOUS FACTORS INDICATE 
THIS PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH STAFFING-OUT OF PROPOSAL 
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FOR EUROPEAN ASSISTANCE TO ARAB COUNTRIES. 

2. ASST. UNDER SECRETARY PARSONS WAS UNUSUALLY CLOSE- 
MOUTHED WITH US WHEN WE ASKED ABOUT CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
IN OIL. HE CHARACTERIZED COPENHAGEN MEETING WITH ARAB 
FOREIGN MINISTERS AS MEANINGLESS "NON-EVENT”. ON FURTHER 
PRODDING, HE DID TELL US. HOWEVER, THAT BRITISH HOPE 
CONVENING OF GENEVA CONFERENCE ON 2 1ST WILL INFLUENCE 
ARAB OIL MINISTERS MEETING ON 25TH AT LEAST NOT TO 
DECREE FURTHER PRODUCTION CUTS FOR JANUARY. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, HE SAID SPECIAL EMISSARY LORD ALDINGTON'S 
RECENT VISIT TO KING FEISAL WAS GENERALLY HELPFUL, 

THOUGH IT PRODUCED NO SPECIFIC UNDERTAKING ON OIL 
SUPPLIES. 

SOHM 
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